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Revisiting T.E.A.C.H.

Dan Harrison
C. E. Chairman

What a thrill it is to have the opportunity of
helping others experience growth, development and
maturity in their living! It was this opportunity that drew
me to this department and it is this privilege that continues
as the driving force behind all that we attempt to accom-
plish.

The acronym T.E.A.C.H. conveys our commit-
ment to helping you and your church reach a greater
measure of your potential. You may be asking yourself
what does T.E.A.C.H. stand for? If you were on the
mailing list for the first issue of this newsletter in June/July
1993 you might remember we defined it as Training
Teachers; Enriching Leaders; Affirming Successes:
Challenging to Excellence; and Heading into Growth.

The C.E. Department has worked hard to provide
assistance and support to all those across our denomination
who are involved with Christian education. We have given
serious effort to building lines of communication that
enable us to be in touch with those on the front lines of
ministry. We have and will continue to make every
investment possible that will allow local church leaders to
be equipped to fulfill the Great Commission.

We believe in the potential of cach of our churches
to make an eternal difference in their communities and
spheres of ministry influence. God has sovereignly chosen
to bring each of these churches into existence to make a
difference for Him. There are no unimportant or insignifi-
cant churches or places of ministry. You matter to Him

of smaller churches located in smaller communities. That
is a fact but it need not be a depressing fact that immobi-
lizes us and leaves us in a state of despair.

If God is still God He can use anyone, anywhere,
to accomplish His purposes. It really doesn't matter what
size your church is or where it is located until you make up
vour mind to do something significant for Him. I know of
churches in large cities that are dying and I know of

Py ACCEA.

Provided by the General Christian Education Dept.

and you matter to us. Our denomination is made up largely

Volume 3, Number 3

churches in out of the way places that are dying as well. 1
am aware of churches that are thriving in small rural
communities and I am also aware of churches in bulging
urban centers that are being blessed of God.

Churches die, no matter where they are located,
when they care more about themselves than the unchurched
that are all around them. Churches die, no matter where
they are located, when they are living more in the past than
in the present and the future. When we no longer have
cyes that see the spiritual needs of those we cross paths
with each day we cease to be useful in the coming of His
kingdom. When we no longer hear the voice of His Holy
Spirit directing us we fail to be at the right place, at the
right time, saying the right thing to the right person. There
is no explanation for the sorry state America is in today
except that churches have failed in the Great Commission.
There is no acceptable excuse for ever neglecting or
abandoning the lost men, women, boys and girls that Christ
has placed in our care.

You must understand that it really is not a big deal
to God if your church never grows. He doesn't care how
many noses you can count on Sunday. The only thing He
cares about is the eternal welfare of souls. Are the minis-
tries of your church producing converts? (cont. on pg. 2)
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(continued from page 1)
Are you producing disciples that take seriously the Great
Commandment and the Great Commission? If not, why
not? If not, what are you willing to do differently so that
you can?

[ want to close with an illustration from Winnie
the Pooh. One day, while standing on a bridge, Winnie the
Pooh noticed Eeyore, the donkey, floating below on the
river. Pooh yelled down, "Did you fall into the river,
Eeyore?" "Yes, silly of me wasn't it?" replied Eeyore. "Is
the water cold today?" asked Pooh. "Yes, the dampness,
you know," said Eeyore. "You really ought to be more
careful!" warned Pooh. "Thanks," responded Eeyore.
After a moment of silence Ecyore asked, "Pooh, if it
wouldn't be to much bother, would you mind rescuing me?"

All around our church live people who desperately
need to be rescued. Some are facing meaninglessness that
makes it difficult for them to face another day. Others are
battling brokenness and emptiness that threaten their very
existence. Multitudes try to escape the scourge of low self-
esteem. These all wait for someone who will reach out to
them in love and share a word of hope and encouragement.
They need a church that will believe in them enough to do
something more than point out the tragedy of their condi-
tion. In fact their eternal souls depend on a congregation
willing to take whatever risks necessary to lead them into a
relationship with God through faith in Christ. Can they
count on you?

1996 Christian
Education Rally

The Christian Education Rally is scheduled for
March 15, 1996 at Heritage Temple, 2295 South High
Street, Columbus, Ohio. The prospects look great for
having a nationally known singing group who will provide
a time of spiritual uplift and inspiration.

We also have been able to secure Rev. Keith Drury
as the speaker for the evening. Keith was raised in Penn-
sylvania as a preacher's kid and graduated from United
Wesleyan College in Allentown, PA. He is a graduate of
Princeton Theologial Seminary as an ordained minister in
the Wesleyan Church, having pastored two churches in
Pennsylvania before joining the Wesleyan Church Denomi-
national Headquarters. He is currently the Director of
Local Church Education where he is leading a "revolution
of discipleship" in Sunday School and small groups with
the focus on leading people to deeper commitment.

Keith resides with his wife, Sharon, on a country
"mini farm" near Indianapolis and is the father of two boys
- David, a ministerial student at Indiana Wesleyan Univer-

sity and John, a high school student in Indianapolis. He is
an avid backpacker, having hiked over 1000 miles of the
Appalachian Trial with his wife Sharon, and rock climbs,
canoes, and hitch hikes with his sons for a hobby.

Rev. Drury not only offers the needed mechanics
but also provides the inspiration and challenge to become
involved and enjoy the blessing of ministry.

Remember to reserve the evening of March 15,
1996 for a time of inspiration, motivation, and fellowship.

H. David Cyrus, Rally Chairman

1995 C., E. Convention Notes

The 1995 Christian Education Convention ended
with much excitement ‘and positive comments by those
attending. We truly were blessed with relevant workshops
and stirring General Sessions. Dr. Charles Lake and
Sheryl Fleisher motivated pastors and layleaders alike in
"Developing Dynamic Disciples."

We want to get a head start on next year's conven-
tion, so please mark your calendars with the dates and
location for that. The 1996 Convention will be working
with the theme "Equipping." The date on the convention is
Saturday, September 21st and it will be held at the
Chillicothe Brookside Church of Christ in Christian Union
church.

Our Sunday Schools need tremendous attention
today. Let us pray one for another as we continue to build
God's Kingdom together.

Mike Holbrook
Convention Promotion Coordinator

The C. E. Office has available cassette tapes of
some of the workshop sessions from the 1995 Convention
for you. Please note the titles and workshop speakers that
we have copies of:

1. Learning Through Puppets with Chris Meenach
2.Knowing Jesus & Keeping Jesus with Wade Melton
3.Evangelical Christian Ladies (ECL) with Jane Uhrig
4. Timothv's with Dan Bennett

5. Computer Software for yvour Church with Milton Lowe
6."The Heart of the Matter" with Dr. Charles Lake
7.Spiritual Reproduction with Sheryl Fleisher

8."Dare to Disciple" with Sheryl Fleisher

9."Picking the Fruit" with Dr. Charles Lake

Please call the CE Office at 513-695-0025 to
borrow or purchase any of these tapes.

T.E.A.CH.
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A Project from the West Central District . . .

The West Central District C.E. Committee project
for this council year will be to establish a handbook for the
local Sunday School Superintendent. We have conducted
interviews with several churches outside of our denomina-
tion that have a strong and growing Sunday School. We
hope to gain insight that will give us the tools for the never
ending task of equipping ourselves to reach all ages for
Christ.

If you have teachers who are not receiving the
Christian Education Newsletter (T.E.A.C.H.) or if you or
someone you know needs resource materials, please contact
myself, Wayne Knisley at 614-426-6028 or 614-469-7920,
or Cindy at the C. E. Office at 513-695-0025. We want to
be of assistance to you,

Your WCD C. E. Committee,
Rev. Wayne Knisley-Chairman
Rev. Ralph Hux

Joyce Redder
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| Plans & Goals from the Northeast
' District C.E. Committee

We have a number of things planned and we
sincerely hope that every church in our district will take an
active part in encouraging these ideas and using these
items. We will be focusing in on two different activities.
First of all we will be using material from Focus on the
Family for a Pastor's Appreciation Promotion. The Focus
on the Family resources have proven to be very effective in
this arca of ministry. A second goal we have is to conduct
three regional training sessions for our Sunday School
Superintendents. These people are vitally important to the
Sunday School and need to have all the guidance, ideas and
information we can provide for them. Additionally, we
plan to present to each of the churches in our district a copy
of the Children's Church Notebook published by the C.E.

Department.

The committee once again would encourage our
churches to take advantage of the resource material that
may be borrowed from the Christian Education Lending
Library. If you misplaced your list you may obtain one by
contacting Pastor Al Ingalls at 814-368-7343. or the C. E.
Office in Winchester, OH at 513-695-0025.

We are here to work together to build up our
churches and Sunday Schools.

Your district committee members,
Rev. Alwin Ingalls-Chairman
Rev. Kevin Stumbo

Fran Welty

ANAAAAAANAAANAAANAAANAANAANAANANAAAAN

News from the South Central District . . . .

When Paul first ministered in the region of Asia
Minor, he became acquainted with a young believer named
Timothy (Acts 16:1). Timothy accompanied Paul to
Phrygia, Galatia and then into Macedonia. Timothy was
also an important part of Paul's work in Corinth and stayed
with Paul during his imprisonment. In fact, when writing
to the Philippians, Paul had this to say about his young
companion: But you know that Timothy has proved
himself, because as a son with his father he has served
with me in the work of the gospel (2:22).

Notice that Paul refers to Timothy here as a son of
his in the faith. Paul cultivated the service and discipline
of Timothy in his Christian walk. There were no doubt
many one-on-one lessons between Paul and Timothy as
Timothy matured in his faith and service to the Lord.

Have you any sons or daughters in the faith?

-Christians who are mature in the Lord must be coaches for

the Timothys of today. They are to be brought up as our
spiritual children, not in our own image, but in the likeness
of Christ. Paul understood this principle and put it into
practice. And there is a great need to initiate this kind of
one-on-one discipling in your church. To that end your
district committee, Mark Otero, Dr. Connie Bowman and
myself, are launching a project in Christian mentoring
which will seek to bring greater focus to this all-important
relationship in the body of Christ. Pray for your committee
that God will use us and you as He sces fit for the nurturing
and raising of new Christians as our children in the faith.

Your SCD District committee,
Rev. Gary Heimbach

Rev. Mark Otero

Dr. Connie Bowman
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